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Rationale 

At Parkland Primary School we have high expectations of all children and through the teaching of 

phonics we ensure they have a strong foundation on which to build their reading skills. Phonics is 

taught systematically every day in Early Years and Key Stage 1 using the DFE Letters and Sounds 

programme. In Key Stage 2, the approach is continued in intervention groups following the Fresh 

Start programme, for children who need additional support to catch up with their peers. 

 

What is phonics? National Curriculum (DFE, 2013) 

  

• Phonics teaches children to read fluently by giving them the skills to decode new words.  

• Children are taught how to: recognise the sounds that each individual letter makes; identify the 

sounds that different combinations of letters make - such as ‘sh’ or ‘oo’; and blend these sounds 

together from left to right to make a word.  

• Children then use this knowledge to ‘de-code’ new words that they hear or see. This is the first 

important step in learning to read.  

• Research shows that when systematic phonics is taught in a structured way – starting with the 

easiest sounds and progressing through to the most complex – it is the most effective way of 

teaching young children to read. When this is combined with the synthetic phonics approach 

research shows children become more fluent readers even quicker. 

• It is particularly helpful for children aged 5 to 7. Almost all children who receive good teaching 

of phonics will learn the skills they need to decode and read new words. Children can then go on 

to read any kind of text fluently and confidently, thus leading children to become more 

independent readers and start to read for pleasure. 

 

Intent 

• To ensure that all children can use phonics to develop their reading and writing skills; 

• To ensure that children have developed good aural discrimination skills, phonemic awareness and 

rhyme awareness; 

• To ensure that children can decode and read words through segmenting words and blending 

sounds together; 

• To ensure that spelling and writing words becomes automatic through repetition and consolidation. 

 

Objectives 

• To learn to read and write all 44 graphemes in the English language. 

• To use phonic skills as the first strategy in reading and writing. 

• To learn specific strategies to remember tricky words. 

• To take part in phonics sessions that are lively, interactive and investigative. 

• To apply phonic skills in all curriculum areas. 
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Implementation (Daily phonics session structure followed in EYFS & Year 1)  

 

EYFS: In EYFS classes children will access daily Letters and Sounds teaching for 20 minutes. The 

groups will be differentiated to ensure children are accessing high quality learning at an appropriate 

level.  
 

Expectation by the end of EYFS: Children to be secure in Phase 3 and have begun Phase 4. 

  

Year 1: In Year One, Letters and Sounds will be taught for up to 30 minutes daily. The groups will be 

differentiated to ensure children learn at an appropriate pace and do not miss out any vital phases in 

their phonic development. All children in Year 1 will be expected to undertake the statutory phonic 

screening assessment.  
 

Expectation by the end of Year 1: Children to be secure in Phase 5. 

 

Year 2: In Year Two, children will continue to be taught Letters and Sounds daily for 20 minutes. By 

Year Two, children should know most of the common grapheme– phoneme correspondences (GPCs). 

They should be able to read hundreds of words, doing this in three ways:  reading the words 

automatically if they are very familiar; decoding them quickly and silently because their sounding and 

blending routine is now well established; decoding them aloud. Children’s spelling should be 

phonemically accurate, although this is a focus during Phase 6. During this phase, children become 

fluent readers and increasingly accurate spellers. The groups will be differentiated as necessary. 
 

Expectation by the end of Year 2: Children to be secure in Phase 6. Any Year 2 children who did 

not pass the phonic screening in Year 1 will be expected to retake this assessment in Year 2. 

 

Key Stage 2: Further specific phonic interventions will be run for children who are not secure in the 

skill of decoding new words, or who need additional teaching of specific sounds. Teacher assessment 

will ascertain gaps in knowledge and targeted interventions will be delivered.  

Year 3 and 4 – Teacher led targeted interventions  

Year 5 and 6 - The Fresh start programme  

 

Expectation by the end of KS2: Children to be fluent, confident, independent readers.  

 

Impact (Assessment) 

At the end of each half term children will be assessed on their progress within the phase at which 

they are working and regrouped accordingly. Some children may repeat the phase in order to 

consolidate their learning. 

 

Reference: 
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